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200 Ivy Street 

Local Historic District Report ï September 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address: 200 Ivy Street 

District: Cottage Farm LHD 

Applicant: Massachusetts Association for the Blind ï Ivy Street School 

Date Built: 1911 

Architect: John Ames 

Builder: David Burns 
 

  
 

Statement of Significance: 

 
The house was built for Martha and John Endicott Peabody in 1911 after a Renaissance revival style design by 

architect John Ames. Peabody was a businessman turned artist with European connections and a summer house 

in Maine. The building was acquired for institutional use beginning in the 1950ôs and has been owned by the 

MAB since 1976. The building has been altered and additions have been added to accommodate the present use. 
 

Proposed Alterations: 
 

The applicant is proposing to install signage at four different locations including: 

 

- (1) freestanding 48òx60ò white aluminum sign situated on approximate 108ò aluminum posts located 

towards the front of the rear entry off of Amory Street, on the right side of the drive. The posts would be 

embedded in concrete.  

- (1) 36òx45ò aluminum sign mounted on an existing chain link fence in the rear of the property facing the 
parking lot off of Amory Street.  
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- (2) 12òx15ò aluminum signs, one mounted on an existing chain link fence in the rear; only the back side 

of this specific sign would be visible from the adjacent public park. The other sign is proposed to be 

installed on an existing stucco coated pillar located down the drive off of Ivy Street.  

 

The proposed color of the wording for all signs is tuscon gold, and the backdrop is blackguard. 

 

The applicant is also seeking retroactive approval for the installation of an 80ò high and 43ò wide mahogany 

gate that was installed due to trespassing concerns within existing pillars in front of the main entrance, and 

down the driveway off of Ivy Street. 

 

Applicable Guidelines:  

¶ New fences and walls should not prevent or restrict view of buildings from a public way. Tall solid 

fences and walls should not be constructed as noise or headlight barriers. The design of fences should be 

appropriate in scale and architectural style to the building, its site and the surround properties. *Please 

keep in mind that technically the applicant installed a gate, not a fence or wall 

¶ Traditional materials should be used for existing buildings  
  

Preliminary Findings: 
 

The proposed signage is based off of the existing signage at the main entrance off of Ivy Street, which will keep 

signage on the property consistent with one another. It appears that there used to be a free standing sign at the 

Amory Street rear entrance, and the proposed free standing sign would be similar in size to the posts which will 

be removed; further it is understandable that the MAB would want signage at its rear entrance as no permanent 

signage exists now. All of the proposed signs are visible from either a public way or park (Amory Street 

Playground), however only the backside of the 12òx15ò fence mounted on the chain link fence is minimally 

visible.  

 

The installed wood gate is visible from the corner of Ivy Street, and does not appear to restrict views of the 

historic building from the public way.   
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Aerial view of 200 Ivy Street, looking north. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 200 Ivy Street, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 200 Ivy Street, looking south. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 200 Ivy Street, looking west. 
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Site map noting the location of the four proposed signs and installed gate. Please note that the proposed signs 

were photo shopped into the photographs and have not been installed. The sign in the top right corner is 

existing.  

Existing signage at the main 

Ivy Street entrance that the 

proposed signage is modeled 

after 
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Photograph of existing conditions off of Amory Street. Please note that the posts from an old sign would be 

removed and the new free standing sign would be located a little further back from the previous sign.  


